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26 August 2011 

Dear Parent/Carer

SCHOOL INFORMATION - PLEASE RETAIN FOR REFERENCE
It is hard to believe the summer holidays are over and it is back to business as usual in our primary and nursery departments.  We hope you all had a pleasant and relaxing holiday.

Welcome to our new Primary 1 pupils.  We hope they enjoy their first year in primary school.  They start their first full week on Monday 26th September.

Dinner Money – The cost of school lunches has increased to £1.90 per day.  Payment by cheque is preferred.  Cheques should be made payable to Shetland Islands Council with your child’s name and class on the back or put payment in an envelope/purse clearly marked with your child’s name on it.  Some schools now allow parents to pay for lunches online or at the school office by chip and pin.  This is something that we will look in to this session.

	1 day
	£1.90

	2 days
	£3.80

	3 days
	£5.70

	4 days
	£7.60

	5 days
	£9.50


Milk Money – The cost of milk is 75p per week, regardless of the number of days taken in a week.  The total cost of milk for this term will be £6.00.  This can be paid along with lunch money.

Free School Meals/Clothing Grant – Some families qualify for free school meals and/or clothing grant, applications are confidential and are available from the school office.  Families who received free school meals last session, must reapply for this session.

Attendance – Please inform the school in advance of any planned absences.  If your child is absent due to illness please phone the school office between 8.30 and 9.30am.  Any unexplained absences will be followed up by the office staff.

All children should be at school in time to start at 8.50 am.

Requirements – all pupils need an apron/shirt for Art and gym shoes, T-shirt and shorts for P.E.  These items are to be kept in school.  Pupils should bring a pencil and rubber.  For safety reasons, it is advisable that children wear only stud earrings to school.

Medication in Schools/

Medication in Schools

Over the past few years we have been asked to administer an increasing amount of medication in school to pupils.  We would like to remind you that:

· For those pupils currently carrying and administer their own medication in school please complete form MSD3, unless you have already done so for this school year.

· Before a member of staff can administer any prescriptive medication to pupils in school it is necessary for parents and a doctor to complete form MSD1 and return it to school for Head Teacher’s agreement.

· Copies of medical forms are available from the school office and are downloadable from the school website.  Please ensure that you give us as much detail as possible to help us support your child and to ensure they receive the right treatment.  It is essential that we have up to date medical details.

· If at some time in the future your child should no longer require medication, or dosage or conditions of administering medicine should change, please complete a new form or notify the school in writing if ceasing to take medication. 

Swimming – Swimming lessons for P1- P7 will be delivered in 6 week blocks starting with P7 this Wednesday, 24th August.  Followed by P5/6, P4/5 etc.  Therefore, P1 will have their block in term 4.  Lessons will be delivered to pupils by Mr Paul Woods.  It is hoped that a swimming gala will be organised in June to celebrate the pupils’ progress.

Your co-operation with the following would be appreciated :-

· Pupils should be able to get themselves changed quickly and therefore should wear easy fitting clothes.

· Pupils with long hair should either wear swimming caps or have their hair securely tied back.

· If your child cannot participate in swimming a signed note must be given to the class teacher.

Lost Property – Various items of clothing  were left in the school last session.  Please feel free to come and have a look at these.  Items not claimed will be given to charity at the end of this term.

Sharing of Personal and Educational Data about Pupils – Please find attached an information notice from the schools Service which explains that on occasion the Schools Service may be required or requested to use or share personal or educational data about pupils.  The notice explains what kind of information may be shared, with whom and why.

Pupil Diaries - All pupils will be supplied with a free school diary for important dates and homework.  Parents/carers may wish to use the diary to pass information to their child’s class teacher. 

Parents/carers are asked to become involved with their child’s diary, checking the diary at the end of each week.  This involvement of parents/carers encourages children to do their homework regularly.  

PLPs – Any overview of this term’s work will be issued to you on Friday 2nd September 2011.  We will also be sending home your child’s PLP from last session to keep.

Outdoor Play – When the weather is dry, all pupils will be expected to play outside.  Please ensure your child is appropriately dressed.

Parent Council – It is expected that the Parent Council will hold its AGM and first meeting early in September.  New members are being sought following the closure of our secondary department.  More details to follow shortly.

An updated school brochure with further information about the school will be distributed shortly.

Yours sincerely,
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